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Before Reading
1. Listening Comprehension 
1. Where is the author living?

(=the Niagara region)

2. What was he/she surprised to learn when he/she went to university in Toronto?

(=Niagara is one of the top crop producers in not only Ontario, but also Canada. And many of the people I met who were from Toronto had never seen a farm before, or enjoyed the small pleasures of picking their own fruit or going for hikes in scenic areas.)

3. How did he/she feel when he/she decided to stop by and take a look at the falls through the eyes of a tourist?

(=awed, mystified, a sense of wonder)

4. Have you ever had the same kind of experience as the author did?
(This is an open-ended question.)
We live busy lives with so little time to enjoy the world around us that oftentimes we almost forget it is there. 

Living in the Niagara region, an area that has so much to offer both scenically and historically, we forget about the diversity of nature and the fact that not everyone lives as we do. 

Going to university in Toronto this year, I was surprised to learn that Niagara is one of the top crop producers in not only Ontario, but also Canada. I was even more surprised that many of the people I met who were from Toronto had never seen a farm before, or enjoyed the small pleasures of picking their own fruit or going for hikes in scenic areas. I realized that I was lucky to have experienced both the urban and rural life. 

Intrigued by the question of how I felt about living so close to Niagara Falls, I decided to stop by after work one night and really look at them. I felt as though I was really seeing the falls for the first time, and they truly were everything that the tourists had promised. Staring into the never-ending cascades of water, I was mystified by it all. 

Here I was, standing at the top of such a glorious sight that I had seen so many times before, but for the first time in my life, I was truly seeing it the way that it was meant to be seen; through the eyes of a tourist.

2. Background Information 

Amazon (river)    
(Questions: 

1. What do you know about Amazon?

2. According to the two pictures, describe the geographic location of Amazon. )

(文字材料)

Amazon river in northern South America, largely in Brazil, ranked as the largest in the world in terms of watershed area, number of tributaries, and volume of water discharged. Measuring 6,400 km (4,000 mi) from source to mouth, it is second in length only to the Nile among the rivers of the world. With its hundreds of tributaries, the Amazon drains a territory of more than 6 million sq km (2.3 million sq mi), roughly half of which is in Brazil; the rest is in Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, and Venezuela. It is estimated that the Amazon discharges between 34 million and 121 million liters (9 million and 32 million gallons) of water per second and deposits a daily average of 3 million tons of sediment near its mouth. The annual outflow from the river accounts for one-fifth of all the fresh water that drains into the oceans of the world. The outpouring of water and sediment is so vast that the salt content and color of the Atlantic Ocean are altered for a distance of about 320 km (about 200 mi) from the mouth of the river.

Ecuador   
Ecuador republic in northwestern South America, bounded by Colombia on the north, by Peru on the east and south, and by the Pacific Ocean on the west. The country also includes the Galápagos Islands (Colón Archipelago) in the Pacific, about 965 km (about 600 mi) west of the mainland. Ecuador straddles the equator (Ecuador is the Spanish word for “equator”) and has an area of 272,045 sq km (105,037 sq mi). Quito is the country’s capital.

Ecuador has a diverse population composed of people of European, Native American, and African descent. The majority are mestizos, individuals of mixed European and Native American ancestry. Most of the Native Americans live in poverty in the highlands region, where a small elite of European descent controls most of the land and wealth.

Ecuador was a Spanish colony until 1822, when independence forces won a decisive victory over Spain. Ecuador has had a democratically elected government since 1979, but historically the government has alternated between civilian rule and military dictatorship. Most political conflicts involved squabbles among groups within the upper classes who controlled the nation’s wealth.

Andes  
(Questions: 

According to the picture, describe the geographic situation of Andes. )

(文字材料)
The Andes are the principal mountains of South America and one of the greatest mountain systems of the world. The Andes include some of the world’s highest peaks. More than 50 of them soar higher than 6,100 m (20,000 ft) above sea level. Only the Himalayas of south central Asia are higher. The lofty plateaus and high mountain valleys of the Andes contain some of the highest permanent human settlements in the world. The Andes are the longest system of high mountain ranges on earth. They extend for more than 8000 km (5000 mi) in a narrow belt along the western edge of the South American continent, from the coast of the Caribbean Sea in the north to the island of Tierra del Fuego in the extreme south. Along almost its entire length, the Andes rise abruptly from the Pacific coast. The mountains reach into seven countries: Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina.

Orion   
Orion (astronomy), constellation located on the celestial equator east of Taurus. It is an oblong configuration with three stars in line near its center. It is represented on pictorial charts as the figure of Orion, the hunter in Greek mythology, standing with uplifted club. Three bright stars represent his belt and three fainter stars aligned south of the belt represent his sword. Alpha (α) Orionis, or Betelgeuse, is located in the left corner of the oblong, corresponding to Orion's shoulder. Beta (β) Orionis, or Rigel, is diagonally opposite Betelgeuse. A nebula surrounding the three stars marking Orion's sword is one of the most conspicuous bright nebulas in the heavens.
Hollywood 
Dictation
Listen to the passage and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Hollywood (California), unincorporated district in the northwestern part of the city of Los Angeles, southwestern California, famed as a center of the motion picture industry in the United States. It is also a major center of the U.S. television industry. The main thoroughfares, Sunset and Hollywood boulevards and Vine St., contain well-known restaurants, nightclubs, and broadcasting studios. The Hollywood Bowl, a natural amphitheater in the Hollywood Hills, is the site of numerous cultural events. The community was laid out in the late 1880s, after a real estate developer named Harvey Wilcox registered his 120-acre citrus ranch as Hollywood on February 1st, 1887, and started selling subdivisions of the property. Incorporated in 1903, it merged with Los Angeles in 1910. The first movie studio was established here in about 1911.

Manhattan  

Manhattan (New York), borough of New York City, coextensive with New York County, southeastern New York, at the head of Upper New York Bay. The main economic hub of New York City, Manhattan is one of the world’s leading commercial, financial, cultural, manufacturing, medical, and tourist centers. Manhattan Island, which makes up almost all of the borough, is bounded on the north and northeast by Spuyten Duyvil Creek and the Harlem River, which separate it from the borough of the Bronx; on the east by the East River, which separates it from the boroughs of Queens and Brooklyn; on the south by Upper New York Bay; and on the west by the Hudson River, which separates it from New Jersey. The borough, about 80 sq km (about 31 sq mi) in area, also encompasses a small exclave (Marble Hill) on the Bronx mainland; several islands in the East River, including Franklin D. Roosevelt Island (the site of a large modern housing complex), Randalls Island, and Wards Island; and Governors Island in Upper New York Bay.

3. Warm-up Questions

1. What are some distinctive features of an out-of-the-way, inaccessible place such as a jungle, desert, or remote mountainous area? 

2. Why would such a place appeal to many people today?

3. What are the characteristics of those people who are attracted to such places?

4. What do you think San Mao’s travel through the Sahara Desert?

5. Have you ever been to such a place? If yes, say something about your travel.

6. If you have both time and money, what places would you like to visit most? Why?

Global Reading
1. Part Division of the Text

	Part
	Paras
	Main Ideas

	1
	1~5
	Description of the Napo River and surrounding jungle scenery at night, together with the author’s reflections on it.

	2
	6~8
	Recalling what happened to her at their arrival at the village and what others felt about the Napo River and the people there.

	3
	9~18
	Detailed description of journeying in the jungle and her feelings about it.


2. Further Understanding

For Part 1

Blank-filling 

1. What happens in this part.

When: in the middle of the night; It was February, the middle of summer.


Where: the Napo River in the Ecuadorian jungle; on the headwaters of the Amazon 
Who: 
three North Americans, four Ecuadorians
What: Like any out-of-the-way place, the Napo River in the Ecuadorian jungle seems real enough when you are there, even central.
Why: Out of the way of what?
2. Find out the sensory impressions in this part.

Hearing: 

1.  A nightjar in deep-leaved shadow called three long notes, and hushed.

2. In the thatch house across the clearing behind us came the sound of a recorder, playing a tune that twined over the village clearing, muted our talk on the bank side, and wandered over the river, dissolving downstream.

Feeling:  This will do, I thought. This will do, for a weekend, or a season, or a home.
Smelling: Each breath of night smelled sweet.
Tasting: cool drinks
Seeing: idly watching a hand-sized tarantula seize moths
For Part 2   

1. Table Completion 
Here the author handles the changes in time and place in a smooth way. Fill in the table and identify the linking devices used to achieve coherence.

	
	Time   
	Place
	What happened

	1
	Later that night
	in the village
	I loosed my hair from its braids and combed it smooth…

	2
	That afternoon
	…had disembarked at the village
	…they were all braiding my hair…

	3
	Now
	in the little tent
	I combed my hair…


2. Role Play

Four students form a group: one plays as the author, one as the freelance writer from Manhattan and the other two as Ecuadorians. Each talks about his or her life. Pay attention to the sharp contrast of the two different kinds of life.

 For Part 3
 

1. Blank-filling

Find out the sensory impressions in Part III.

Hearing: …the unseen birds of twilight wistful, catching the heart.
Feeling: What is there is interesting.
Smelling: sweet air
Tasting: …eat chicken …, together with rice, onions and heaps of fruit.
Seeing: 
Parrots in flocks dart in and out of the light.
2. Questions and Answers

1. What is the point of going to the Napo River in Ecuador according to the author?

   (It is simply to see what is there. We are here on the planet only once, and might as well get a feel for the place.)
2. What did they find along the Napo River?

    (parrots in flocks, anacondas, gray strips of sandbar, palm-thatch shelters)

3. Can you imagine the Indian’s life and why did they get up at three?

   (They were getting warm.)

4. What did the tourist group see inside the jungle?

(the trees, butterflies, a swath of ants)

5. What animals did they see while canoeing on one of the lakes?

   (herons, kingfishers, cuckoos, great turkey like birds, hawks, turtle)

6. What did they eat that night in the village? And what did they see there?

(They ate chicken, together with rice, onions and heaps of fruit. 

They saw the sunset, two nuns and children.)

7. What message does the author want to convey to the reader by her description      of what was going on in the evening in that village?

(It is not out of the way. It is in the way.)

3. Text Analysis   
 “Out of the way of what?” asks the writer at the beginning of the text while talking about the Napo River. However, she finally comes to the conclusion that “it is not out of the way”. All through the text there is overall coherence. There is an echo—“It would be worth it”, “The Napo River: it is not out of the way. It is in the way”.
Skimming

Make a list of at least eight things that the author finds so attractive about life in the jungle.
1)________________________________________________ 2)________________________________________________

3)_________________________________________________

4)_________________________________________________

5)________________________________________________

6)________________________________________________

7)________________________________________________

8)________________________________________________

4. Group Work

Students move around the classroom, find a partner, recite or read aloud to each other their favorite sentences from the text, explain why, then move on to find another partner. By thus doing you can appreciate the aesthetic side of English.
Detailed Reading

1.Difficult Sentences

Out of the way of what? … Out of the way of human life, tenderness, or the glance of heaven?

What role does the sentence play?

(=In the first paragraph the author asks a question to arouse the readers’ interest and point out the main idea of the whole essay. This is a good way to begin and to develop an essay.) 

Beneath us the brown Napo River was rising, in all silence; it coiled up the sandy bank and tangled its foam in vines that trailed from the forest and roots that looped the shore.

Translate the sentence and enjoy the aesthetic side of English.
(=在我们下方，褐黄色的纳波河水正在涨潮。万籁俱寂：惟见河水沿着沙岸蜿蜒流过，水沫裹挟在蔓生在森林里的藤蔓间以及盘绕岸边的树根上。)

All at once, in the thatch house across the clearing behind us came the sound of a recorder, playing a tune that twined over the village clearing, muted our talk on the bankside, and wandered over the river, dissolving downstream.

1. Pay attention to the structure of the sentence.

(=If the prepositional phrase is at the beginning of a sentence, the following subject and the predicate should be of inverted order. Note the parallel construction of three verbs: twined, muted and wandered. 

2. Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=突然，我们身后空地旁的茅屋里，传出了录音机的声音，一首乐曲在村子空地之上缭绕，减弱了我们在河畔谈话的声音，然后又传至河面，随流飘去。)
This will do, I thought. This will do, for a weekend, or a season, or a home.
1. What does “do” mean? 

(=Be sufficient in meeting the needs. )
2. What’s the role of the sentences?

(=By the sentences the author summarizes the first part and expresses her true and deep feeling: her love for this beautiful place.) 

3. Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=人生遇此情景足矣，我暗想。在此度过周末足矣，在此小住数月足矣，在此安家足矣。)

“It makes me wonder,” he said, “what I’m doing in a tent under a tree in the village of Pompeya, on the Napo River, in the jungle of Ecuador.” After a pause he added, “It makes me wonder why I’m going back.”

1. What does the structure of “wonder what/why/if/how…” mean?

(=不知道，感到疑惑/好奇，想知道

More examples:

* I was just wondering how to do it.)

  * I wonder if you could post this letter for me.）

2. What’s the implied meaning of the sentence?

(=They enjoy the peaceful life here very much and don’t want to go back to the modern world.)

What is there is interesting.

Pay attention to the structure.
(=Here “what is there” is used as a subjective clause with the meaning: 那里的一切.)

Only later did he learn what they were doing: they were getting warm.
Analyze this sentence. 
(=This is an inverted sentence. When “only + adverbial” is used at the beginning of the sentence, the following subject and predicate should be partially inverted.
More examples:

* Only in this way can you solve the problem. 

* Only when we had studied the data again did we realized that there was a mistake.)

There was all the time in the world.

1. Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(= 我们毋庸为时间担忧，可以从容地欣赏周围的一切。)

2. What can you infer from the sentence?

(=Life here is quiet, peaceful and happy. There isn’t much tension and pressure, so we can enjoy and relax ourselves.)

The two nuns in their dazzling white habits—the beautiful-boned young nun and the warm-faced old—would glide to the open cane-and-thatch schoolroom in darkness, and start the children singing. 
1. Word formation.

(=The two adjectives: beautiful-boned and warm-faced are formed by adjective +noun-ed, with the meaning: 身材姣好的，慈眉善目的.)

2. Scan the text and find more examples: （先出现绿色的字，红色的点击出现）

deep-leaved (L.6)  

树叶茂密的
sweet-meated (L.54)  
肉质鲜美的
open-mouthed (L.79) 
张开大口的
high-pitched (L.100) 
声调高昂的
clear-voiced (L.104) 
声音清脆的

palm-leafed (L.105) 
棕榈叶铺的
3. What does the structure “start/get/have/set somebody doing…” mean?
(=让某人做某事。

More examples:

* The news started me thinking.

* The sudden noise set the dog barking.

* His behavior got people complaining.

* We can’t have you going everywhere by taxi.)
2. Words and Expressions
now…now…: at one time...at another time...
* What mixed weather, now sunny, now cloudy.

 (=The market is very unstable, with the price now rising, now falling.)

Collocation:
before now



以前                 

by now




到现在，至今

now and again/then


时而，偶尔

from now on



从现在起，今后

Now or never!



机不可失, 时不再来!

now that




既然, 由于

up to now/till now


到现在为止, 迄今

 in (all) silence：with (complete) absence of sound or noise

* 我们不能对这件不公平的事不闻不问。

 (=We should not pass over this unfair thing in silence.)




* The boys listened to the story in silence.

tangle: 
1. v. 

1) catch in or as in a net, trap; mix together or intertwine in a confused mass
* My long hair’s so tangled that I can’t comb it.

* Don’t move. You’re tangling them up.

2) be involved in a fight or quarrel 
      

* I tangled with her over the mathematic homework. 



   
* They tangled heatedly over the problem.
2. n. confused mass or disordered state 




*他的思想陷于困惑之中。
(=His mind was in a tangle.)


(= The traffic was in a terrible tangle because of the power failure.)

Collocation:
tangle over

对…发生争论

tangle up


缠在一起，弄乱

tangle with sb.

与某人发生纠纷，与某人发生口角，与某人打架
be in a tangle

纠缠不清，陷于混乱之中

trail: 
1. vi. 

1) extend over a surface
* We like very much the vines trailing through the garden.

* The tablecloth trails on the floor.

2) walk tiredly 

* 被打败的军队疲惫地走过我们的身边。




 (=The defeated army trailed past us.) 

2. vt. 
1) drag, pull





* The child was trailing a toy dog, screaming happily. 



* The nun trailed her gown through the mud.

2) follow the tracks of

* The policemen trailed the suspect for several days and finally to his hiding-place.

* The hunters trailed a tiger for hours.


3. n. mark, trace

* 受伤的动物在身后留下一道血迹。

(=The wounded animal left a trail of blood behind it.)

* Follow the trail until you come to the camp.

Collocation:
trail after



追随

trail off/away


变弱，逐渐缩小

blaze a /the trail 

(在森林中)在树上刻出指路的标志；开辟道路

follow the trail

追踪

in trail



成一列纵队

off the trail


失去踪迹；偏离目标

on the trail


跟踪，追赶



CF: trail, follow, chase & pursue

这些词都可用作动词，都可以表示“追随，跟踪”的意思。
trail指根据某种踪迹进行追寻。例如：
    * The ground was soft and wet so we were able to trail her to the house. 地面松软潮湿，所以我们能够沿着脚印跟踪到她家。

follow中性词，跟随的用意对被跟随者来说可好可坏。例如：

* Don’t keep following me about everywhere I go. 不要老是我走到哪里你就跟到哪里。


* The dog followed her all the down the street. 这只狗一路跟着她沿街走去。

chase强调追赶者的速度和决心，其动机常为不甚友善，也可能是出于好玩或取乐。例如：

* The Johnsons' cat likes to chase the mice as if it were playing with them.

约翰逊家的猫喜欢追逐老鼠，好像它在跟它们闹着玩似的。


* We are trying to chase down all possible clues to the theft.我们正在设法寻找这起盗窃案的一切可能得到的线索。

pursue不重视追随者的用意好坏，但其决心和速度比较明显。例如：
    * The police are pursuing an escaped prisoner. 警方正在追捕一个在逃的犯人。

    * We have always pursued a friendly policy towards the people all over the world. 对世界人民我们一贯奉行友好政策。

loop: 
1. v. form or bend into a loop
(插入图像文件loop )
* The airman looped the loop three times and won the cheer in chorus from the spectators.

（=飞行员驾机翻了三圈获得了观众们的齐声喝彩。）

* Loop that end of the rope through this and knot it.

* I have to loop the rope round the gate of the garden.
2. n. circle

* She put a loop of rope around the horse's neck.

* The loop of string makes a handle for the parcel.

Pattern: loop the loop （飞机、风筝等）在高空翻筋斗；（在游乐园）乘坐绕环滑车
mute: v. reduce or stop the sound of

* We muted our voices at the sight of the national flag.
* 他不语但瞪着他的父亲以表示抗议。

（=He muted but stared at his father to protest.） 

dissolve: v.
1) fade away, disappear
* His strength dissolved.
* The view dissolved in mist.
2) become liquid 

* 水溶解盐。

(= Water dissolves salt.)

* 盐溶解于水中。

(= Salt dissolves in water.)



 (=Heat dissolved the candle into a pool of wax in a few minutes.)


 3) bring to end

* They dissolved the business partnership, so did the friendship between them.




* 政府解散了该国议会并暂停一切政治活动。

(=The government dissolved the country’s parliament and suspended all political activity.) 

loose: 
1. v. untie, release
* He loosened his collar of his overcoat.

* Wine loosed his tongue.

* 远足者们在营地解下背包。

（=Hikers loosed their packs at camp.）

2. adj.   

1) not fastened; free from control

2) not bound together

3) not tight

4) not exact 

5) without morals

(Directions:) Match the above definitions with the phrases below.
a loose hour


闲暇时间 



a loose package

松散的包裹



a loose woman

放荡的女人



loose coffee


散装咖啡



loose shoes


宽松的鞋



loose papers


散页纸




a loose translation
意译




Collocation:
let loose


放任，放开

at loose end

无所事事

on the loose

自由，放纵，逍遥法外

slump: 
1. v. 
1) sit or fall down heavily
  * She slumped exhaustedly onto the sofa.
  * The boy's feet slumped through the ice.
2) go down in number or strength 


  * Business slumped after the holidays.

  * Sales have slumped badly in the last week.
2. n. general drop in prices, trade activity, etc; business depression

* a stock market slump 
* a slump in farm prices
 (=The slump certainly had some impact on inflation.)
be dying to do sth. / for sth.: desire (to do) sth. eagerly
* We are dying to know what happened.
* I feel like a cup of tea but he’s dying for a cup of coffee.

get one’s hands on: catch hold of, find or get (sth) 
* The ole women keeps everything she can get her hands on.
* 我是有这本书的，就是现在找不到。
(=I have the book, but now can’t get my hands on it.)
NB: get one’s hands =lay one’s hands on
 take apart: separate into its different parts
* He took the clock apart to repair it.
* When I was little boy, I liked to take the toys apart and put them together again and again.

Collocation:
lay/put/set sth. apart for

把(某物)留给…

know/tell apart



区分开

apart from




离开；除…之外；要不是






spectacular: adj. extraordinary; very attractive or impressive
* Because of a spectacular achievement in science, he is now world famous.

* We enjoyed a spectacular display of fire works on Tian’anmen Square.


fringe: n. the outer edge or limit of sth.


* It was easier to move about on the fringe of the crowd.
* 这是一个很广阔的领域, 我在这里只能谈个大概。

(=This is an enormous field of which l can here touch only the fringe.)

CF: fringe, border, edge & rim

这些词都是名词，都有“边界”、“边缘”的意思。
fringe指衣服、地毯或其他饰物的须边，或指事物的最外边，或离中心位置最远的边缘。例如:

* A fringe of trees stood round the pool.　池塘的四周耸立着一圈树木。

* She was wearing a white silk scarf with a fringe at each end. 她披了一条白色丝绸围巾，其两端带有须边。

border指围定范围的界线或最接近外缘的地带，也可用以比喻。 例如:

* I could hear birds singing at the border of the wood. 我能听到鸟儿在林边鸣叫。

* The refugees live on the border of starvation. 我们生活在饥饿的边缘。

edge指任何物体较窄的边缘或两个平面的交接线。例如:

* I put the cup at the edge of the desk so I can reach it. 我把茶杯放在桌边以便能够够着。




* We turned back to the sea’s edge yesterday. 昨天我们回到了海边。

rim常指圆或曲面的边缘。例如:

* The lady’s hat had a wide rim. 这个女士的帽子有一个宽帽沿。

* The boy wore funny-looking pair of glasses with blue rim. 男孩戴了一副样子很逗的蓝边眼镜。

hollow: n. a space sunk into something 



(= More sand is needed to fill the hollow in the driveway. )
* Let’s have a picnic down in the hollow.


in detail: with specifics
* The CEO explained her proposal in great detail.

* We will talk about the accident in more detail later on.


flock: 
1. n. 
1) a group of certain animals
* a flock of geese/duck/sheep/ pigeons /wild geese  

* 这家庭靠养羊和牛群为生。

(=The family keeps flocks and herds to make living.)
2) (informal) a crowd, large number of people
*人们成群结队地来参观水坝旁边新建的水电站。

（=People came in flocks to see the new hydraulic power station beside the dam.）
* It is a small flock that has not a black sheep. (=(谚语)人多必有败类。)

Pattern: in flocks
成群的

2. v. gather or move in large crowds

（=It rarely happened that people in the town flocked to the theatre to see the new opera.）

* 物以类聚，人以群分。 (=Birds of a feather flock together.)





CF: flock, herd, school & swarm

这些词都可用作名词，都可以表示“群”的意思。
flock主要指鸟群、羊群，有时也可指较小的其它动物，如兔、鹅、鸭，还可指人。例如：
    * a large flock of pigeons 一大群鸽子

    * People came in flocks to see the new building. 人们成群结队地来看这个新建筑。

herd主要指较大的动物，如牛、马、象等陆地动物或鲸、海豹等水上动物，也可指人，但有时含有贬义。例如：

* The turtles meet together in great herds every year. 海龟每年都大群大群地聚在一起。


* A herd of elephants are grazing in the grassland. 一群大象在草地上吃草。

school指一群同类的鱼或其它的海洋生物。例如：

* Whales like to swim together in large school. 鲸鱼喜欢大群大群地在一起游泳。

swarm主要指移动的较小的动物，如蜜蜂、蚂蚁，也可指人，但为非正式用词。例如：
    * There were thousands of bees in swarms in the tree. 树上有几千只成群的蜜蜂。


dart: v. move suddenly and rapidly
* Swallows were darting through the clouds.

* The dog darted across the street.

* The squirrel darted its head from side to side before scampering up the tree.

strip: n. a long narrow region of land or body of water; a long narrow piece
* About 30 million people live along the Californian coastal strip.
我们看着飞机从简易跑道起飞。

(=We watched the plane taking off from the landing strip.)

（=The room was bare, apart from a strip of carpet.）

out of sight: no longer in view
* Keep out of my sight.


* Out of sight, out of mind.

（=（谚）人别情疏；眼不见，心不烦。）

Collocation:
at first sight 


乍看起来，初次看见

at the sight of

一看…就

in sight



可见，看得见；在望；不远

keep sight of 

保持在视线内，记住

lose sight of


看不见；失去联系；忘记

on sight



一看见立刻


fuss: 
1. v. bustle about; give too much attention to small and unimportant matters (often followed by around/about/over)
* Don't fuss; we're sure to catch our train.

* She fussed about, unable to hide her impatience.
2. n. unnecessary nervous state, esp. about unimportant things 

* Everyone made a fuss over the new baby.
* What a fuss about nothing!
* 他们发现窗子打破后一定会有麻烦。

(=There's sure to be a fuss when they find the window's broken.)

Pattern: 
fuss over/about/around　

make a fuss

激动，大惊小怪


slap:　v. 
1) hit with something flat



* slap in the face一记耳光

* slap on the back 鼓励

* 医生拍了拍那个歇斯底里发作的孩子，使他安静一点。

(=The doctor slapped the hysterical child to make him calmer.)

2) shoot, throw with force（常与down连用）

* She slapped the book down on the table.

 (=He took a check from his wallet and slapped it on the bar.)
out of range: too far away to be reached, seen or heard

* He has gone out of range of my gun.
 


* He said it was out of his range of responsibility.
heap: n.
1) an untidy pile of something 

* A heap of old clothes was lying in the corner.

* They lay hay on the garden rubbish heap.

2) plenty of, a lot of (usu. in plural)
* We have heaps of / a heap of work to do.

* 妈妈曾经去过那里很多次，但依然会迷路。
（=My mother has been there heaps of times, but she would still get lost.）
glide: vi.

3) move quickly and silently with ease

 * The boat glided over the river.

* The first sound glides on to the next.

4) fly through the air without power

 (=The pilot shut off the motors and glided down to the landing field.)

* The bird glided to the ground.

CF: glide, skid, slip & slide

这些词都是动词，都有“滑”或“滑行”的意思。
glide表示在滑行时，可以是从表面上滑行，也可以是稍微深入地滑行，有时还可以表示不与滑面接触的滑行。例如:

* The boat glided through the water. 那条船在水上滑行。

* The skaters sometimes glided across the ice. 滑冰者有时滑行跃过冰面。

skid指车子失去控制的打滑或滑向一侧。 例如:

* When the driver tried to start it again, the wheels skidded and the car finished up deep in the snow. 当驾驶员试图再次发动汽车时，车轮打滑，汽车深深地陷入雪中。

* The car skidded on the wet road. 车子在湿路上滑向一侧。

slip可指在光面上滑动，但指身不由己地滑行，含有失足或摔倒之意。例如:

* He slipped on the ice road and broke his leg. 他在结冰的路上滑了一跤，把腿摔骨折了。




* The fish slipped out of my hand. 鱼从我手中滑落。

slide通常含有加速运动和不断地与光滑的表面保持接触的意思，既可指人也可指运动的物体。例如:

* The boys like to slide down banisters.　男孩喜欢顺着栏杆往下滑。

* They were sliding on the ice.　他们在滑冰。

hop: vi. (of a person) jump on one foot; (of a bird or other animals) jump with two or all feet at once)
* He hopped across the room because she had hurt her foot.
* The robber hopped into his ready car and rushed off.



* A hare hopped straight into the yard.

CF: hop, jump, bound & spring

这些词都是动词，都有“跳”的意思。
hop用于人时，指单脚跳；用于动物如青蛙、小鸟或兔子是指双脚齐跳。例如:

* The birds hopped about.　鸟儿们跳来跳去。

* She had hurt her foot and had to hop along. 她一只脚受伤了，只得用另一只脚跳着走。

jump是普通用语，指从地面上或其他平面上双脚跳起，也可指从一地跳到另一地；比喻义是可指价格或数量的剧增。 例如:

* She was so excited that she jumped up. 她激动地跳了起来。

* They jumped the admission prices by 50 percent.　他们把入场券涨价百分之五十。

bound指轻快的弹跳，起伏时间长，富有弹性，也还有弹回的意思。例如:

* The ball stuck the earth and bounded across the field. 那只球撞击到地上之后便跳着滚过了球场。




* The deer bounded over the fences.　这只鹿跳过了篱笆。

spring着重指突然而迅速地从某处跳起，跳的轻快，好像弹起一样。例如:

* The screen door sprang shut after the children rushed out to play. 孩子们冲出去玩，纱门又弹回关好。

* He sprang out of bed when the alarm went off. 警报一响，他纵身跳下床。
After Reading
1. Useful Expressions                         




1. 偏远之地
        



out-of-the-way place

 2. 在源头              



on the headwaters

 3. 在密密的树叶间





in deep-leaved shadow

 4. 在空地上         




across the clearing              

 5. 一会儿…一会儿                  
be alternately doing…and doing…

 6. 喜形于色          




with open delight

7. 自由作家          




a freelance writer
8. 停顿了一下                        after a pause

 9. 不妨              




might as well

10. 感受一下          



get a feel for

11. 忽而飞进阳光里，忽而飞入树荫里    dart in and out of the light

  12. 肉质鲜美的鱼





sweet-meated fish
  13. 在河里沐浴                        bathe in the river

  14. 惊讶地







be startled to do sth.

  15. 一眼望去    





at eye level

  16. 有部分印第安血统的向导



part-Indian guide

  17. 偏离目标






miss the target

  18. 从表象看事物





see things by their effects

  19. 落幕







ring down the curtain

  20. 动人







catch the heart


21. 声音清脆的






clear-voiced

  22. 近在咫尺






in the way

2. Brainstorming

1. The vocabulary of travel:
(= trip, tour, journey; tourist, traveler; travel agent, reservation, guide; camera, souvenir, litter, graffiti)

2. The modern means of transportation:

(=airplane, ship, boats, yacht, car, bus, train, horse)

3. The conveniences for a traveler:

(=good means of transportation, the help of a travel agent, comfortable hotels, the possibility of paying by check, the telephone)

4. The inconveniences:

(=the crowds, the noise, the heat, the souvenir shops…)

3. Spot Dictation
A man





(1)in a small red car. One day he






(2). When he came back,





(3). Some boys told him that an elephant had damaged it. The man did not believe them, but they took him to a circus





(4). The owner of the elephant said, "I am very sorry! My elephant





(5). He thought that your car was his chair, and





(6)!" then he gave the man a letter,





(7) and that he would pay for all the damage.
　　When the man





(8), the customs officers would not believe his story. They said, "You sold your new car





(9) and bought this old one!"





(10) from the circus man that they believed him.

(1)：was traveling abroad
(2)：left the car and went shopping
(3)：its roof was badly damaged
(4)：which was near there
(5)：has a big, round, red chair
(6)：he sat on it
(7)：in which he said that he was sorry
(8)：got back to his own country
(9)：while you were abroad
(10)：It was only when the man showed them the letter
4.  Sentence Translation
1.     Green fireflies spattered lights across the air and illumined for seconds, now here, now there, the pale trunks of enormous, solitary trees.

(=绿莹莹的萤火虫在空中闪出光亮，一会儿这里照亮一下、一会儿那里照亮一下幽木巨树暗淡的树干。)
2.  All at once, in the thatch house across the clearing behind us came the sound of a recorder, playing a tune that twined over the village clearing, muted our talk on the bankside, and wandered over the river, dissolving downstream.

(=突然，我们身后空地旁的茅屋里，传出了录音机的声音，一首乐曲在村子空地之上缭绕，减弱了我们在河畔谈话的声音，然后又传至河面，顺流飘去。)
3. He aimed brilliantly at moving targets, always, and always missed; the birds were out of range.
 (=他摆出漂亮的架势瞄准飞鸟，却一次又一次地偏离目标；鸟总是飞出他的射程。)
4. The Napo River: it is not out of the way. It is in the way, catching sunlight the way a cup catches poured water; it is a bowl of sweet air, a basin of greenness, and of grace, and, it would seem, of peace. 
(=纳波河： 那不是荒僻的地方。那是个有人烟的地域，像杯子盛载注入的水那样，纳波河接住照射下来的阳光；那是个充满清新空气的低洼地区，一片翠绿的盆地，环境优美的盆地，看来还是个平静的盆地。)
5. 人生在世，唯有一次，我们不妨去感受一下那个地方。

(=We are here on the planet only once, and might as well get a feel for the place.)
6. 晚上睡了个好觉后，我们精神很爽，便出发去探索奥克兰市中心的引人入胜之处。

(=Feeling refreshed after a good night’s sleep， we set out to explore the dizzy heights of central Auckland.)

7. 我们驶入北岛最南端的市镇时，“风城惠灵顿”果然名不虚传，大发风威。

(=”Windy Welly” certainly lived up to its nickname, as we blew into the southernmost town of the North Island.)

8. 我们差不多就要完成这次史诗般的旅行了，你们也都可以松一口气了。
(=You can all heave a sigh of relief that we have almost finished this epic!)

5. Writing Practice

How to Write a Reservation Letter
1. A brief introduction
Main aim of most reservation letters is to get a hotel room booked. However, knowing how to write a letter is a key to success. Be sure it contains the following information:
1. The letter should include all the necessary data as to: 

— your contact information; 

— exact date and time of arrival and departure; 

— number of days that  are planning to stay; 

— type of room you would like to book; 

— the way you are going to pay; 

— some special requests, for example, floor, colors, air-conditioner, 

etc.

2. Look like a professional, I mean try your best and use formal 
language in order that your letter looks great and authoritative. Your 
salutation should be something like “Dear Sir or Madame.” 

3. Write the date of the letter in the upper corner of the sheet. 

4. Please, be polite and let your letter end with something like: thank 
you. 

5. Be sure you have left all the needed contact information. 
2. An example and practice
10 Vacation Street

Holiday Town

Destinationsville

Florida 33462

USA

01234 567 899

myvacation@vacation.com

April 4th, 2009

To: Costa Rica Cabinas

RE: Room Reservation for Travel Cat — 09/13/09 to 09/25/09

I am writing to confirm the details of the reservation I would like to make at the Costa Rica Cabinas after speaking with Maria on April 1st last week.

As a result of that conversation, I would like to reserve 2 double rooms at your hotel, with a sea view and a balcony, for the following dates: 

September 13th — 25th inclusive (13 nights total).

I would also like to confirm the following amenities are included in the cost of the stay:

1) Breakfast and lunch

2) A safe in the room

3) Free Internet access in reception

4) Air conditioning & DVD player

As discussed previously, I understand that the total cost will be $1560 and is to be paid in advance.

We look forward to arriving at your hotel around 16:00 on September 13th.

Please could you confirm this reservation in writing using the above address, or contact me regarding any queries or advice.

Thank you for your time, and look forward to your reply.

Kind regards,

Miss Travel Cat

3. Homework
Suppose you want to visit World Expo 2010 Shanghai China and want to make a reservation at Shanghai Park Hotel. (To know something more about the hotel, you can log on the following web site: http://www.chinahighlights.com/hotel/shanghai-hotels/park-hotel.htm.) You will stay there

6. Talk about the Pictures （插入课文插图）
7. Role Play

Based on the three sample letters on Pages 295, 296 and 342 in Student’s Book, make three phone calls to reserve a room. 
8. Proverbs and Quotations

1． He who travels far knows much. 

    远行者见闻多。

2． Who saw life steadily and saw it whole.
只有不断观察生活的人，才能全面了解生活。

3．Pleasure is very seldom found where it is sought. 
快乐可遇不可求。   

4．The happiest people seem to be those who have no particular reason for being happy except that they are so.
最幸福的人们似乎是那些知足常乐者。

5．Travel, in the younger sort, is a part of education; in the elder, a part of experience.
—Francis Bacon, British philosopher
旅游对年轻人是一种教育，对老年人是一种体验。

—英国哲学家  F. 培根
6．Work while you work; Play while you play; this is the way to be cheerful and gay. 

—Richard Stoddart, American poet 
工作时工作，玩乐时玩乐，依此方法做，轻松与快乐。

—美国诗人 R. 斯托达德

Supplementary Reading
This is the on-line travelogue of Treve Kneebone and Katrina Lomax. The couple, from the small English town of Windsor, were embarking on an epic voyage of discovery to the four corners of the world from June 2005 to January 2006.

Travel with Sandy 

                      Treve Kneebone and Katrina Lomax
1 Merry Christmas folks from Christchurch on the South Island of New Zealand!

2 We've just spent a fantastic three weeks touring New Zealand in our trusty campervan, Sandy. We've seen such diverse landscapes on these beautiful islands and can only attempt to give you a brief snapshot of our adventures here...

3 Our Kiwi2 adventure began on a chilly evening on the last day of November, where bargaining for a taxi to take us to central Auckland reminded us very much of Bangkok. As we pulled up to the Auckland City Hotel we realised that once again we were staying in the red light district.

4 Feeling refreshed after a good night’s sleep we set out to explore the dizzy heights of central Auckland. This sophisticated waterfront city was in a similar vein to Sydney, but of course much smaller. We explored the coffee shops and boutiques of the side streets and visited the excellent art gallery.

5 The following day, the rental campervan was delivered and it was time to hit the road. Basically a transit van with mattress, coolbox and gas stove in the back, Sandy—as the owners had fondly named her — would be our house on wheels for the next three and a half weeks. After a few cautious laps around the car park we hit Highway 1 south to the town of Rotorua.

6 It's true what people had warned us— the whole place stank of the sulphur spewed out by the many geysers that litter Rotorua and the surrounding landscape. It was amazing to see and walk amongst the bubbling mud pools and hot springs— geography teachers would have a field day here! 1 

7 So with our noses full of the delicious aroma of rotten eggs, we headed south towards the "kingdom of Mordor2" near Tarangi, just south of Lake Taupo. There we were overwhelmed by a large group of school kids who would be tackling the famous Tongariro Crossing the following day. This is a challenging full day's trek across the volcanic landscape that towered above us. We plodded up the lower flanks in the van the following day, only to be engulfed by the thick fog shrouding the peaks.

8 The scenery as we raced southwards towards Wellington looked like a set for Hobbiton3, with rounded grassy knolls. These were terraced from top to bottom, created by the constant tramping of grazing sheep.

9 "Windy Welly" certainly lived up to its nickname, as we blew into the southernmost town of the North Island. Wellington, being the capital city of New Zealand, is a large and bustling place built around an active port.

10
Whilst waiting for the 3 a.m. ferry across to the South Island, we snatched some sleep in the port-side car park —our first experience of rough camping in the van and probably not our last. The rough crossing to Picton passed like a dream as we crashed out on the cafeteria seats. At 6 a.m. we awoke to amazing views of fjords set beside glassy water and knew that our true Kiwi adventure had just begun. We had heard so much about the South and knew that we wouldn't be disappointed.
11
We drove bleary-eyed through remote villages and rolling countryside until we found another kip-spot in a lay-by surrounded by hills and sheep. We were nearly suffocated a few hours later as the remarkably strong Kiwi sun burnt the roof of our tin-shed on wheels and we felt like a couple of roast chickens in an oven.

12
Treve's cousin Simon had emigrated to New Zealand with his wife Soo and daughter Ella 3 years previously, so we were very keen to pop in and catch up with a few friendly faces. 

13
(1) Pulling into their dusty drive in the rolling hills just outside Nelson, we were greeted by more faces than we had bargained for as their troop of furry alpacas came bounding towards the fence. 

14
Simon and the family seemed to have become great experts at all things alpaca-related and they were very excited to have just sent off their first batch of wool that they had hand-sheared —it would soon be returning as balls of the highest quality wool.

15
We took the chance to visit Nelson, an attractive town full of cafés. We also did an amazing coastal walk in the Abel Tasman National Park, watching sea kayakers glide in between the rainforest-clad islands that littered the bay. 

16
(2) It would have been great to have been able to spend a few more days with Simon, Soo and Ella, but with so much to see down south with so little time, it was time to hit the road again.

17
We climbed southwest out of Nelson, up in the Nelson Lakes National Park, gingerly winding our way through forested mountain passes, stopping all too briefly to enjoy the tranquil scene at Lake Rotoiti. We were soon chased away by the infamous nibbling sandfly. Pressing ever further southwest, we finally emerged on the west coast at Foulwind Bay near Westport. 
18
Further south, the coastal landscape became more dramatic as the mountains sloped down sharply to meet the sea and stacks of rock jutted out from the craggy shoreline. 

19
Another few hours of driving and we arrived in Hokitika, where New Zealand jade is mined. The town's only reason for being seems to be the peddling of jade, or "greenstone" as it's called here. The jade itself is owned by the local Maori tribe and has to be air-lifted out by helicopter from the inaccessible mountains just inland. 

20
It was from here that we got our first glimpse of the snow-covered high mountains of the Southern Alps, quite bizarrely from the beach.

21
We arrived at the alpine-style township of Franz Josef. The main tourist event there was the trek to the Franz Josef Glacier —an hour's walk up the valley, carved out by the mighty glacier. This awe-inspiring feature dominated the wide, deep-sided valley, glistening at its snow-covered peak and snaking its way further up, ending in a blue-tinged craggy face, split with bottomless ravines. (3) The photos of Victorian tourists messing about in rowing boats at the foot of the glacier illustrated how much the ice had receded during the last century— another sign of global warming. As we approached the face, an icy wind blew its way down the valley, over the glacier and reminded us that we were looking at the power of nature in action! 

22
A 30-minute drive down the valley brought us to a village built at the foot of the Fox Glacier. We walked around the nearby Lake Mathieson and saw picture postcard reflections of Mt Cook and Mt Tasman in the mirror-like surface of the lake. Truly the "View of views".

23
(4) Passing prehistoric-looking beaches and swamps on the way to the Haast Pass, we stopped off at Ship Creek and watched Hector dolphins (the world's smallest marine dolphin at 1 metre in length) surfing the waves and generally having a good time performing for the tourists! Dashing back to the van to escape the ever-present sandflies, we climbed the Haast Pass, where the scenery regained its lofty stature. 

24
Narrow, hair-raisingly sharp bends twisted and turned us past stunningly clear lakes and waterfalls, only parting when we arrived at Lake Wanaka. Wanaka is New Zealand top tourist destination, so we took full advantage of the campsite overlooking the lovely Lake Wanaka, which acts as an inland beach and from where the snow-capped peak of Mt Aspiring can be seen. 

25
The following day, we headed south following turquoise blue rivers through deep gorges to Arrowtown, just outside of Queenstown. 

26
It was great to meet up with Joby & Karla once again— a couple we met in the Blue Mountains near Sydney and who have now emigrated to New Zealand. Karla was a great tour guide and gave a full running commentary as she drove us all around the sights of Queenstown!

27
Queenstown itself is the adrenaline capital of New Zealand and set in dramatic alpine scenery. This tourist town had a real ski feel to it and was even complete with a cable car. Being the gateway to the surrounding ski areas, all of the shops were geared towards the great outdoors. 

27
Only a short distance west as the crow flies
, but a surprisingly long drive south, then west is the town of Te Anau, the gateway to Fjordland and Milford Sound. Te Anau was again set around an idyllic lake, the second largest in the whole of New Zealand and formed by a glacier. We thought the scenery couldn't get any better, until we drove along the dramatic Milford Highway towards the Sound. In the space of 30 minutes, after passing through a mountain tunnel, we dropped past glaciers down steep rock u-shaped valleys, tumbling with veins of water, down to the quays at Milford. 

28
During the 2-hour boat trip, we ventured out into the Sound (in fact a fjord) towards the Tasman Sea, passing incredibly steep cliff faces which seemed to tower above us, often cascading with waterfalls.

29
Onwards then eastwards, across the flat plains of Central Otago to the kilt-wearing city of Dunedin. This city felt so Scottish, there were even bagpipe-playing buskers in the streets. Then we went on northwards. 

30
So here we are now in Christchurch, the most English of Kiwi towns. You can all heave a sigh of relief that we have almost finished this epic! 

1. Culture Notes

New Zealand
Text B is a travelogue, in which the authors describe in details their journey in New Zealand. In order to let readers know more about New Zealand, some important information about it will be shown below. After dealing with each item, you are required to do some output activities in the form of individual report, dialogue, interview or others forms you like.
A brief introduction to New Zealand 

   New Zealand is an island country in the southern Pacific Ocean southeast of Australia. Maori groups probably migrated to New Zealand from Polynesia beginning before A.D. 1400. Discovered by Abel Tasman in 1642, the islands were visited and explored by Capt. James Cook four times between 1769 and 1777. The British established their first permanent settlement in 1840 and claimed the region as a crown colony. New Zealand received dominion status in 1907, and became fully independent in 1931. Wellington is the capital and Auckland the largest city. Population: 4,120,000.
Maori 

Maori History

Maori Origins

Maori Traditions

Maori History 
The Maori are the indigenous people (原住民) of New Zealand, they are Polynesian and comprise about 14 percent of the country's population. Maoritanga is the native language which is related to Tahitian and Hawaiian. It is believed that the Maori migrated from Polynesia in canoes around the 9th century to 13th century AD. 

In 1642 Dutch navigator Abel Tasman was the first European to encounter the Maori. Four members of his crew were killed in a bloody encounter. 
In 1769 British explorer James Cook established friendly relations with some Maori. 

In 1840 representatives of Britain and Maori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi. This treaty established British rule, granted the Maori British citizenship, and recognized Maori land rights. 

Maori Origins  
There are many theories about the origins of the Maori. The commonly accepted theory today, says that the Maori originated in China, and travelled via Taiwan, the Philippines to Indonesia, onto Melanesia and reached Fiji. From there to Samoa and on to the Marquesas and turned South West to Tahiti, thence to the Cook Islands and to Aotearoa / New Zealand. 

Maori Traditions 

Before the coming of the Pakeha (White Man) to New Zealand, all literature in Maori was orally passed onto succeeding generations. This included many legends and waiata (song). The following are some most famous traditions in New Zealand.

· Haka  

A kind of war dance performed before the onset of war by the Maori last century
· Powhiri 

A traditional Maori welcome involving a greeting in which people press their noses together

· Moko

A kind of full faced tattoos, which was predominantly a male activity amongst the Maori tribes

· Hangi

A traditional form of cooking referring to a feast cooked in the earth
Major cities 
Wellington   
Wellington is a port and capital of New Zealand. It is home to 386,000 residents, with an additional 3,700 residents living in the surrounding rural areas. It is located at the southern shore of the North Island, on Port Nicholson. Founded in 1840, it became a municipality in 1853. In 1865 the capital was transferred there from Auckland. It is the financial, commercial, and transportation centre of New Zealand. Wellington produces transportation equipment, machinery, metal products, textiles, and printed materials. It is the site of the major government buildings and the headquarters of many cultural, scientific, and agricultural organizations.

 Auckland  
Auckland is the largest and most populous urban area in the country with a population approaching 1.4 million residents, 31 percent of the country's population. Founded in 1840 as New Zealand's capital and named for George Eden, earl (伯爵) of Auckland, it remained the capital until superseded by Wellington in 1865. It is a major manufacturing and shipping centre. A bridge links it with the growing northern shore suburbs and with Devonport, New Zealand's chief naval base.
A video clip about New Zealand

Here is a video clip about New Zealand. After watching the clip, you are required to say something about your impression on New Zealand. You can mention one or several aspects of New Zealand in the form of dialogue, interview or others. 

2. Language Study

embark on: start or engage in (esp. sth. new or difficult)
* In the summer of 1763, the Mozart family embarked on the famous tour of Europe that established the young composer's reputation as a musical prodigy.
最近的政治动荡后，泰国展开了深入的运动，要把游客吸引回来。

(=Thailand has embarked on an intensive campaign to bring back tourists to the country after recent political unrest.)
refresh: vt.  revive with or as if with rest, food, etc.

 * To refresh myself from long hours of work, every day I take some time for an 
activity I enjoy such as playing the piano and cooking.

有很多你可以玩的很好的游戏，它们可以有效地帮助加强和唤起你的记忆。

(=There are many great games that you can play which will actually help to sharpen and refresh your memory.)
in a…vein:  in a …manner, style or mood
* In the band’s 2009 album, a lot of the lyrics are in a similar vein to the 2006 album.

副总统以轻松的心情发表讲话。 

(=The Vice President gave his speech in a light-hearted vein.)
hit the road: leave or start a trip
* The cyclists hit the road before sunrise. 

我们最好早点出发。回家的路还很长啊。

(=We’d better hit the road. It’s a long way home.)
on wheels:  mobile

* Meals on Wheels are programs that deliver meals to individuals at home who are unable to buy or prepare their own meals.

流动图书馆把书和其他读物送给城里的年长者和学校。

(=The library-on-wheels brings books and other reading materials to the city’s seniors and schools.)
live up to: do as well as one was expected to; do what one promised etc. 
* On the whole, the course has lived up to my expectations.

大多数人认为，总统履行了他的承诺。

(=Most of the people think that the president has lived up to his promises.)
snatch:  vt. 
1) take the opportunity to do sth. quickly;
* The manager’s hours of leisure were few, but now and again he snatched a few hours to himself.

他们在早晨匆匆忙忙上班前抓紧时间睡了几小时。

（=They managed to snatch a couple of hours of sleep before rushing off to their jobs in the morning.）
2) grasp or seize hastily or suddenly 
* The robber approached her from behind, snatched her purse and ran away.

我还没来得及阻止，狗已抢走了骨头。

（=Before I could stop it the dog had snatched the bone.）
emigrate: vi.  leave one's own country to go and live in another

* Canada is trying to attract skilled workers to immigrate to the country to boost the economy and population.

1975年,史密斯的父母从牙买加移民到美国。

(=Smith’s parents emigrated from Jamaica to the United States in 1975.)
pop in: visit in an impromptu manner
* Why don't you pop in and see us tomorrow afternoon?

你可随时过来聊聊。

(=You could pop in for a chat some time.)
bound:  vi.  leap forward or upward; spring

* The herd bounded across the plain.

当约翰踢马匹的两侧时，马迅速向上弹跳起来。

(=When John kicked it in the flanks, the horse bounded forward quickly.)
Pulling into their dusty drive in the rolling hills just outside 
Nelson, we were greeted by more faces than we had bargained 
for as their troop of furry alpacas came bounding towards the 
fence.
Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=他们家位于纳尔逊城外绵延起伏的山丘中，我们的车子开进了他们满是尘土的私用车道，我们遇到了比我们预想要多的面孔：他们的大群毛茸茸的羊驼也蹦蹦跳跳来到篱笆边。)
It would have been great to have been able to spend a few more          

days with Simon, Soo and Ella, but with so much to see down 
south with so little time, it was time to hit the road again.
Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=要是能与西蒙、苏和埃拉一起多过几天就好了，但是往南还有这么多美景要看，而时间又这么紧，我们又只好上路了。)
 wind / snake one’s way:  proceed on one's way with a curving or twisting course
* The stream wound its way through the hills until it came to the edge of a valley.

游行队伍在该国商业要城里蜿蜒行进。

(=The marchers snaked their way through the nation's commercial capital.)
glimpse: n.   a brief, incomplete view or look
* When the famous singer’s biography hits the shelf, fans will get a few glimpses into his private life.

在我向窗外看时，我瞥见一个正在跑动的神秘男孩。

(=I caught a glimpse of a mysterious running boy as I was looking out of the window.)
carve out:  make or create by or as if by cutting

* These banks have been carved out by the river over time, much as the Colorado River has carved the Grand Canyon.

      长而狭窄的沿海流域最初是由冰川雕塑而成的。

(=The long, narrow coastal valleys were originally carved out by glaciers.)
at the foot of:   at the base, the bottom, or the lowest part of
 * From open spaces beside the track, you can get magnificent glimpses of the homes and farm-lands at the foot of the mountain.

山脚下有许多温泉，那里人们可洗个使人恢复体力的澡。

(=There are many hot springs at the foot of the mountain, which are good for a refreshing bath.)
The photos of Victorian tourists messing about in rowing boats at the foot of the glacier illustrated how much the ice had receded during the last century— another sign of global warming.
Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=在维多利亚时代的照片上，我们看到有旅行者划着小船在冰川脚下转悠，这说明在以往的一个世纪中，冰已经退缩了很多 —— 这又是一个地球变暖的迹象。)
in action: in operation
*  
Online booking, reservation and electronic ticketing are in action now.

眼下，这台机器不在运转中。

(=Currently the machine is not in action.)
stop off:  stop for a short time in the middle of a journey
* We stopped off for some lunch on our way to our country retreat.

在我回家的路上，我在一个加油站小超市停下来买饮料。

(=On my way back home, I stopped off at a gas station mini-mart to buy a drink.)
Passing prehistoric-looking beaches and swamps on the way to the Haast Pass, we stopped off at Ship Creek and watched Hector dolphins (the world's smallest marine dolphin at 1 metre in length) surfing the waves and generally having a good time performing for the tourists!
Translate the sentence into Chinese.

(=在开往哈斯特山口的路上，我们经过了看上去像是史前的海滩和沼泽地。我们在船溪停下，观看赫氏海豚（世界上最小的海豚，仅一米长）冲浪。它们为旅游者表演，一般说来还挺高兴的！)
surf: vt. 
1) ride on waves

* The club has many instructors who live to surf, love to surf and want to share the magic of surfing with you.

上周末，我和一个朋友去冲浪。

(=I went surfing with a friend last weekend.)
2) look at different websites on the Internet 

*Some people surf the Internet for fun at work.

每天我花一至三小时上网浏览与个人业务相关的网站。

(=I spend between one and three hours a day surfing the Web on personal business.)
dash: vi. run very quickly
* Everyone dashed to the window to find out what caused the noise.

我父亲总是奔波于会议之间。

(=My father is always dashing from one meeting to another.)

meet up with: meet esp. by informal arrangement
* According to this research, one in five youngsters has met up with a stranger they first encountered online.

移动服务正在改变人们见面的方式。

(=Mobile services are changing the way people meet up with each other.)

gear: vt.  make, change or prepare (sth.) so that it is suitable for a particular purpose 
* This policy is geared to the needs of the people and the preservation of peace.
  超市正在为休假旺季的到来做准备。
(=The supermarkets are gearing up for a successful holiday season.)

3. Comprehension Task 
Travel Promotion Act of Nevada

Here is a video clip about travel promotion act of Nevada. In order to understand the video clip, you can read some materials about Nevada. Then you are required to say something about it.

Background Information
Nevada 
Nevada is a state in the western United States with a population of 2,570,000. It was admitted as the 36th state in 1864. Part of the area ceded by Mexico to the United States in 1848, it became a separate territory in 1861 after an influx (大量涌入) of settlers drawn by the discovery of the Comstock Lode. Carson City is the capital and Las Vegas the largest city.    

Las Vegas
Las Vegas is a city with a population of 478,434. It is located in southeastern Nevada, U.S. It is famous for its luxury hotels, casinos (赌场), and nightclubs, located in the area known as "the Strip." Mormons (摩门教徒) from Utah settled the site in 1855 and abandoned it in 1857. It became a railroad town in 1905 and was incorporated in 1911. Gambling was legalized in 1931, and Las Vegas expanded rapidly after 1940. Its connections to crime syndicates (犯罪集团) began in 1946, when Bugsy Siegel opened the Flamingo Hotel. By the early 21st century it was one of the country's fastest-growing metropolitan areas, attracting a year-round population as well as tourists. 
Lake Tahoe
Lake Tahoe is on the California-Nevada border in the northern Sierra Nevada, U.S. The lake, which occupies a fault basin, covers 500 sq km. It is 35 km long by 16 km wide and lies at an elevation of 1,899 m. Its water level has varied during seasons of drought in recent decades. Fed by numerous small streams, the intensely blue lake and the surrounding national forests have been developed as popular tourist resorts.
Video Watching 
You are going to watch a video clip in which Harry Reid, US Senator for Nevada, discusses benefits of travel promotion act for Nevada. After you watch it, you are required to answer some questions below:

(1) What is the situation of travel in USA after 9/11?

(2) What countries will American people travel to?

(3) What places will tourists visit in Nevada?

(4) How many jobs will the travel promotion act create? 

� The text is adapted from Treve & Katrina Travel the World retrieved from http://www.tktravel.co.uk/.


2 The kiwi ,a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_symbol" \o "National symbol" �national symbol�, is a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flightless_bird" \o "Flightless bird" �flightless bird� endemic (特有的) to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand" \o "New Zealand" �New Zealand�.


1 geography teachers would have a field day here: this is a good place to teach students geography on the spot. 


2 Mordor : a fictional place in The Lord of the Rings trilogyhe Lord of the Rings trilogy The Lord of the Rings trilogy


5 Hobbiton: a fictional place in The Lord of the Rings trilogy he The Lord of the Rings trilogy


� as the crow flies: by the shortest and most direct route
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