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North part of Great Britain
Population: 5.2 million
3 regions - Highlands, Southern Uplands, and Lowlands
Glasgow is the largest city
Edinburgh is the capital city
These cities are just 60 km apart.
Both cities have famous universities dating back to the 15™ century.
Scotland was not conquered by the Romans
Romans built Hadrian’ s wall to keep out Scottish invaders. The wall still
exists and is where the current border now stands.
Anglo—Saxons were not able to conquer Scotland either, although they did
occupy parts of southeast Scotland. This is why Edinburgh has a Germanic
name.
6" century, Scots from northern Ireland invaded the southwest.
The original Celts were called Picts. They retreated to the Highlands
after the Scot invasion. This set up a cultural divide which still exists
today.
Some areas in the Highlands still have people speaking Gaelic in addition
to English.
Scotland was made up of small kingdoms. Viking invasions and wars with
England forced the Scottish king to unite and defend the land.
Scotland and England often fought wars.

Berwick—on—-Tweed is in England today. It has changed sides thirteen



times between the two countries.

1298 William Wallace led an uprising against King Edward. It was defeated.
A few years later, Robert the Bruce defeated the English at Bannockburn.
This led to 300 years of full independence from England.

When queen Elizabeth died, James VI of Scotland became James I of England.
The crowns were united, but the countries remained independent until 1707.

Many Scots still dream for independence.

In the 17" and 18" centuries, people began leaving Scotland for America,
Canada and Australia. They primarily left from the Highlands.

Today there are more people of Scottish descent living outside Scotland
than there are Scots living in Scotland today.

Scotland Act of 1998 established the Scotland Parliament. First
elections were held in 1999.

The waters off Scotland in the North Sea hold the largest oil reserves

in the European Union.

Fishing is one of the largest industries in Scotland

Tourism is becoming a bigger industry too, especially for people of
Scottish descent who return for visits.

Glasgow is a center for shipbuilding and steel factories.

Edinburgh is famous for the annual Edinburgh Arts Festival.

Scotland” s culture is best represented by their dress and music.
The highland clans each wore distinctive patterns called Tartans.
Each clan had a different pattern.

Clan is a family group living in a specific area, usually in the Highlands.
Because of the name of a certain restaurant chain, the most famous Scottish
clan name is Clan McDonald

Traditional formal dress in the highlands includes the kilt for men.
Scottish music is most noted for the bagpipes.

WALES



Population: 3.01 million
Smaller than Scotland or England, but larger than Northern Ireland
Cardiff is the capital city
Celtic people settled in Wales
The Celts fought the Romans and established small kingdoms after the
romans left Britain in the 5" century
Anglo—Saxons never invaded Wales

1282 Edward I of England defeated Llywelyn ap Gruffyd and conquered Wales.
Edward named his son the Prince of Wales. The oldest son of the king or
queen of England is still called this today. Most Welsh people do not agree
with this title.
Wales became part of the English legal system with the Laws of Wales Act
of 1535 - 1542.
Government of Wales Act of 1998 established the National Assembly of Wales.
It is similar to Wales as the Scottish Parliament is to Scotland. Everyone
in Wales speaks English, but about 500, 000, or 20%, of the people also
speak Welsh.
Wales was an agriculture society until the Industrial Revolution. The
huge coalmines were developed, and Wales became a mining and manufacturing
society.
NORTHERN TRELAND
Population: 1.81 million
Ulster is another name for Northern Ireland
Belfast is the capital city
England controlled Ireland since the time of Henry VIII in 1542.
Irish rebellions lost and Anglican control became stronger.
The Irish remained Catholic, but immigrants from Scotland and England were
Protestant.

18" century, many Catholic aristocracy left for mainland Europe



Anglican ruling class passed a series of laws to try and keep the remaining
Catholics poor.

1798 the Society of United Irishmen rebelled. They were inspired by the
French Revolution.

To keep control, and to keep democratic elements out of Ireland, The United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was formed in 1801.

In the early 20" century, parliament wanted to give the Irish more control
over their own land by introducing Home Rule.

The House of Lords and House of Commons could not agree on how this should
be set up.

Unionists wanted Ireland to remain firmly within Great Britain

In 1914 Unionists smuggled in arms from Germany and formed a militia to
try and oppose Home Rule

After World War I, the Irish were demanding full independence. The UK
government proposed an Ireland where 26 south counties be ruled by Dublin
and 6 north counties be ruled by Belfast.

Government Act of 1920 partitioned Ireland into the two areas: 26 counties
in the south and 6 counties in the north.

Ireland and British forces were already at war by now with the Irish
fighting for full independence.

The war ended on 6 December 1922 with all the counties included in the
Irish Free State. The 6 counties in the north had the right to opt out
of the Irish Free State and remain in Great Britain. They did this the
next day on 7 December 1922

Ireland Act of 1949 gave a guarantee that the region would not stop being

a part of the UK without a majority of the people’ s consent.
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