Confucius Temple
Good morning, boys and girls .Welcome to Qufu. First please allow me to introduce my team. My name is No. 10 contestant. You may call me 10 for short. Mr Zhang is our bus driver. He has 10 years driving experience, so you are in very safe hands. On behalf of the travel agency, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let me know. I hope you will enjoy our visit. Ok, my friends. Are you ready? Yes? Let’s go.
Ok, my friends, I noticed that you were puzzled about the arrangement of the summer camp. “My father send me to China to seek my root. We should go to Beijing. Why do we come to this little town?”  Well, my friends, the answer is simple. Because this is the hometown of Confucius. Yes, who is Confucius? He is the greatest philosopher and educator in Chinese history. His doctrine is named Confucianism.  Yes. You may come from different countries and have different backgrounds, but as long as you have black hair and yellow skin, Confucianism has become part of your gens, no matter you have realized it or not.
Now, let’s enter Confucius Temple to seek your root. Confucius Temple is the place where sacrifices are offered to Confucius. The temple is located along a 1 km long north—south axis. It owns 9 courtyards and 466 rooms. I am sure Aristotole is jealous of Confucius, because he owes such a big house, right? Just a joke.
Ok, my friends, just now, we have visited many beautiful buildings, like Jinshengyuzhen Gate, shengshi Gate and Kuiwen Pavilin. As we know, Confucianism was adopted as the sole doctrine to govern the country and educate people by emperors of every dynasty in Chinese history. The next place we are going to visit is the 13 tablet pavillions. It will lead us into a time tunnel to show how Confucius is highly respected by emperors of different dynasties. Ok, my friends, this is the 13 tablet pavilions. There are 55 inscribed tablets set up here. All of them are offered by emperors. Among  these tablets, this one is the biggest one. It was set up by emperor Kang Xi in Qing Dynasty, which is  more than 400 years from today. It weights 35 tons. This beast , yes, i hear some of say “turtle”, is not turtle, its name is BiXi.  It is one of the dragon’s son. And it is known for its great strength. Chinese people believe you will be lucky to touch its backside. That is the reason why the backside part of Bixi is shining and polishing.
Ok, my friends, the 13 tablet pavilions show how emperors honored Confucius, then, the Apricot Altar answers the question why common Chinese people respect this great man. Before Confucius, only noble people were entitled with the right to receive education. It is Confucius who admitted common people as his students. Thus, the destinies of Chinese people are changed. This is the place where Confucius used to give lectures to his students. Showering in warm sunshine, 3000 young man sat around the altar, listening to his lecture and later brought his doctrine to every corner of China. 
The core spirit of Confucianism is ren, which means goodness and love.  Be good to yourself, be good to your beloved ones and be good to strangers, then, we will enjoy a happy life and a peaceful world. For thousands of years, Chinese people have been following these doctrines in the way we think, the way we speak, and the way we do. And that is the root you are seeking. Do you think I am right?



